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Epigraph:

" believe there is a limit beyond which free speech cannot go, but it's a limit that's very seldom
mentioned. It's the point where free speech begins to collide with the right of privacy.

I don't think there are any other conditions to free speech. I've got a right to say and to believe anything I
please, but [ haven't got a right to press it on anybody else. Nobody's got a right to be a nuisance to his

neighbors."
H.L. Mecken

At the invitation of the Progress Foundation, individuals from a broad range of professions spent
two days discussing the issue of privacy. Among those present were university professors, staff
members of think tanks specialising in economics, ethics (philosophy), anthropology and law, a
theologian and minister, a physician, two bankers, two leading government administrators, two
journalists and the director of an industry association.

The organisation of the conference, tried and tested at other events, was based on the prior study
of selected key writings on the subject, a deliberate avoidance of speeches and prepared reports,
and a programme which left sufficient time and opportunity for personal contacts. The texts
which provided the basis for discussion were drawn from the following works:

Charles J. Sykes, "The End of Privacy" (New York, 1999); Lawrence H. Tribe, "American
Constitutional Law" (Ann Arbor, 1989); Richard W. Rahn, "The End of Money and the Struggle
for Financial Privacy" (Seattle, 1999); Ron Paul & Mark Skousen, "The Closing Door" (Bethel,
1987); Murray N. Rothbard, "Die Ethik der Freiheit" (St. Augustin, 1998), plus various press
clippings.

The Right to Be Left Alone

The opening debate established the conceptual framework. Serving as guidelines were two
statements: U.S. Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis' definition, "Privacy is the right to be left
alone,” and the Preamble to the Australian Privacy Charter, which includes the following
observations: "Privacy is a key value which underpins human dignity and other key values such as







