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Protocol of the Core Issues and Ideas of the Talks

The twenty-first century pledges to be a new age of migration: many countries of the world are be-
coming mere multicultural, multi-ethnic, multi-religious and multi-lingual. These changes challenge civil
society as well as governments and refer to all levels from the individual, through the group, local mu-
nicipality, regional and national communities to the international and global levels. Following an inter-
disciplinary approach, the Progress Foundation Conference has raised awareness about issues re-
lated to migration across all these levels. The discussion evolved along six talks based on selected
literature and countless informal exchanges of facts, ideas, and views. The following outline, which is
structured along the six talks, sketches some of the core issues and ideas expressed during the con-

ference.

Talk 1: Sources of identity

During the first talk the possible sources of individual and collective identity were debated. The basis

for this discussion was a text by Assmann who suggested classifying collective identities in:

(i) egalitarian identities (for societies without government),

(ii) hegemonic identities (for societies in which the “human being” is represented by
an elite while the rest of the population remains a faceless mass), and

(iii) minority identities (where dissociation from a majority with different characteristics

constitutes the collective identity)

It was agreed that Assmann’s classification made sense, however, the talk at first concentrated on the
question of individual identity. The exact definition of individual identity was then critically examined.
The idea to view individual identity as an overlapping network of different identities (in regard to family,
region, nation, neighbors, etc.) was brought forth. Still, the controversial question remained whether
these identities are part of a hierarchical structure and if so, what this structure looks like. The exis-
tence of “the others” was seen as a constituting element of identity development (the individual is
nothing; it only receives its identity through the “others” — it sees itself with and through the eyes of
others). A propos collective identity, the historically motivated theory, the idea of a national identity as

a possibility of cultural identity after the decline of the umbrella organization of the roman-catholic







