Angst in Politik und Wirtschaft

Report on a Workshop of the Progress Foundation in Schwarzenberg,
July 11" to 14" 2002

Today’s Western societies are confronted with an increasing
uncertainty and a growing complexity. As a consequence individuals
feel disoriented and confused by an increasing number of real and
possible threats; anxiety and fear are the results. Though the political
representatives and the business leaders more often than not try to
convey the image of being free of anxiety and fear, it is plausible to
assume that they too are ridden by these feelings. As anxiety and fear
have not been central topics of the political discourse up to now, it is
most important to address the fact that they are all-pervading
phenomena in our society.

Following an invitation of the Progress Foundation, fourteen guests
spent two days discussing the issues of anxiety and fear in society. The
disciplines represented at the symposium were economics, law, political
science, medical research, theology and philosophy. The broad range of
professional backgrounds (researchers, journalists, a consultant and a
parson) was a big help in approaching the topic from different
perspectives and to gain insights from practical experience.

As anxiety and fear having been neglected to a large extent by
economics and by political science, the discussion in Schwarzenberg
was based mainly on a selection of seminal texts from other academic
disciplines: philosophy, psychology, psychoanalysis, socio-psychology
and theology:

- HOFFMEISTER, JOHANNES: Worterbuch der philosophischen
Begriffe.

- KIERKEGAARD, SOREN (1961): Der Begriff Angst.

- ARISTOTELES (1999): Rhetorik.

- KRINGS, H. / BAUMGARTNER, H. M./WILD, CH. (1973/1974):
Handbuch philosophischer Grundbegriffe.

- DELUMEAU, JEAN (1978/1985): Angst im Abendland — Die
Geschichte kollektiver Angste im Europa des 14. bis 18.
Jahrhundert.

- RIEMANN, FRITZ (1961/2002): Grundformen der Angst.

- BOESCH, ERNST EDUARD (1976): Psychopathologie des Alltags.

- SCHWARZER, RALF (1981/2000): Stress, Angst und
Handlungsregulation.

- STRIAN, FRIEDRICH (1995): Angst und Angstkrankheiten.

- RICHTER, HORST-EBERHARD (1992): Umgang mit Angst.







